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sharing the road7

The last six chapters presented information that can help you 
develop your smart riding skills. The next four chapters suggest 
ways to apply this information to your riding. In this chapter, you 
will learn how to share the road safely with others. 

Sharing the road safely 

 Sharing the road • 
safely
Pedestrians• 
Cyclists• 
Large vehicles• 
School buses• 
 Public transit • 
buses
 Emergency • 
vehicles
 Emergency • 
workers on roads
 Construction • 
zones
Other motorcycles• 
Trains• 
Horses• 

in this chapter

Thinking like a rider

You slept in this morning and now you’re afraid you’ll be 
late for work. As you approach the last intersection before 
your offi ce building you scan the intersection. You note 
that the light is green, but you think it is probably a stale 
green light. You also see a car stopped in the oncoming 
lane. The wheels are turned left; the driver is getting 
ready to turn. Does the driver see you? Will he wait for 
you? Suddenly the light turns yellow. 

What should you do?

In this scene, there’s a chance that both you and the driver of 
the left-turning vehicle will move into the same space at the 
same time. By law, that driver should wait for you. But drivers 
can completely miss seeing you or, if they do see you, may not 
realize how fast you are travelling or how close you are to them. 
Is it worth taking a chance? 

The way to avoid crashes is to make sure that the space you 
plan to move into will be empty. To share the road safely with all 
road users, use your see-think-do skills. 

A key to safe riding is to 
make sure the space you 
plan to move into will be 
empty when you get there. 
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see 
Use your observation skills. Scan the intersection from left to 
right and left again, looking for hazards. Don’t start across an 
intersection without checking to make sure it’s clear. 

think 
When another road user is approaching the space you are 
planning to use, assess the risk and anticipate what the other 
person might do. Then choose the safest solution. 

It’s also important to know the right-of-way rules. When two or 
more road users want the same space, right-of-way rules tell 
you which road user should yield. But other road users make 
mistakes and do unexpected things. Other traffi c may not know 
who should yield, or may not yield. If in doubt, always be ready 
to give the right-of-way. 

To learn more about right-of-way rules, read chapter 5, rules of 
the road. 

do 
Speed control — ride at a safe speed. That way you’ll have 
time to stop if you need to. 

Steering — keep control of your steering and your balance. 

Space margins — if you keep well away from other road users, 
there will be less chance of space conflicts. You’ll have room to 
stop or to steer around them if others start moving into your 
space. You will be more visible to other road users.

Communication — let other road users know what you 
are planning to do so they can react in time. Watch for 
communication from other road users. 

How to share the road 
You share the roads with many different types of road users, 
and to do it safely, you need to use all your see-think-do skills. 
The next time you’re stopped at a busy intersection, look 
around and count the different types of road users you can see. 
The following sections will highlight some strategies to help you 
safely share the road. 
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How many of these road 
users do you see every 
day? 

Pedestrians

Thinking like a rider

You’re cruising along a multi-lane street scanning 
the traffi c and watching the traffi c lights at the next 
intersection. Suddenly, a man steps off the curb and starts 
crossing the street. There’s traffi c behind you. You’re not 
sure that he has seen you. Does he know how fast you’re 
going? Can you stop in time? Should you go around him?

What should you do?

Pedestrians are among the most vulnerable of all road users, 
and you always need to watch out for them. Like all road users, 
pedestrians can be unpredictable. Many don’t know how fast an 
oncoming motorcycle is moving and the distance it takes for a 
motorcycle to stop. They may step out onto the street without 
warning. Be extra careful at night when pedestrians are often 
hard to see.

see
Scan at crosswalks and intersections:

 be aware of vision blocks. Don’t pass if you see a vehicle • 
ahead of you that has stopped at a crosswalk — it’s illegal 
and unsafe. The driver may be stopped to let pedestrians 
cross the road.

You must always be 
prepared to stop if you see 
a pedestrian who is about 
to step out in front of you. 
However, don’t encourage 
jaywalking (crossing 
between intersections) 
by stopping and inviting 
pedestrians to cross. The 
car behind you may not be 
expecting you to stop and 
may crash into you. Drivers 
in the other lanes may 
not see the pedestrians 
crossing in front of your 
motorcycle.`

smart riding tip
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don’t enter a crosswalk without checking that it’s empty, • 
even when the light is green. Someone may be trying to run 
across. People who fi nd it diffi cult to cross the road quickly, 
like the elderly, people with disabilities and parents walking 
with young children, may still be in the crosswalk.

watch for pedestrians on the cross street whenever you make • 
a turn.

Pay attention at school zones and playgrounds — observe 
carefully when riding in school and playground zones. 
Small children are harder to see than adults and are more 
unpredictable.

If you’re approaching a school zone at a time when children 
may be arriving, leaving or taking their lunch hour, look well 
ahead for school patrols or crossing supervisors — you must 
obey them at all times.

For details on speed limits for school and playground zones, 
see chapter 4, signs, signals and road markings.

Crosswalks with 
fl ashing green lights are 
controlled by pedestrians. 
When you see a 
pedestrian standing near 
this type of crosswalk, 
you know that the person 
has probably pressed 
the button and the light 
is about to change. Slow 
down and be prepared 
to stop.

warning!

Observe carefully in residential areas — in areas where 
people live, expect them to move in unpredictable ways. Watch 
for children playing. Remember, a ball or a hockey net can 
mean children are playing nearby.

Watch for pedestrians with disabilities — take extra care if 
you see a blind person. (They may be carrying a white cane or 
be accompanied by a guide dog.) Often, a visually impaired 
person will raise their cane when they are not sure they can 
cross the street safely. That is your signal to stop and give the 
person the right-of-way. Don’t startle a blind person or a guide 
dog by racing your engine or honking your horn.

When you see a school 
zone sign with a 30 km/h 
posted speed, slow down 
to that speed. The speed 
limit is in effect between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on 
school days, or the hours 
shown on the sign. When 
you reach the back of the 
school zone sign on the 
other side of the street, 
you know that you have 
reached the end of the 
30 km/h zone.
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People in motorized 
wheelchairs also share 
the roads. Technically, 
wheelchairs should 
be on the sidewalk, 
but not all roads have 
sidewalks. Sidewalks 
can also be diffi cult to 
access or too rough 
or too narrow for 
wheelchairs to travel 
on.

think
Know the rules — you must yield to pedestrians:

in marked crosswalks, if the pedestrian is close to your half of • 
the road

at intersections (pedestrians near your half of the road have • 
the right-of-way even when there is no marked crosswalk)

when entering a road from a driveway or alley.• 

It is always the rider’s responsibility to avoid hitting a pedestrian.

do
Speed control and space margins

Slow down when you see a pedestrian who might enter your 
path, and give them plenty of room.

Watch for people in 
wheelchairs travelling 
along the side of the road, 
especially when you are 
planning to make a right 
turn. 

Strategies: being a safe pedestrian 

When you are riding, you need to observe carefully for 
pedestrians. When you are walking, you need to observe 
carefully for drivers and riders. You can make yourself safer 
when you are walking by remembering a few simple rules: 

Don’t leave the curb unless you’re sure that approaching • 
vehicles on the cross-street have stopped or will stop.

Watch for vehicles that are turning.• 

Always hold a child’s hand while crossing the street until • 
he or she is old enough to understand safety rules.

Don’t start to cross if the traffi c signal is fl ashing a • 
warning (for example, an orange hand).

Use crosswalks. Don’t jaywalk.• 

Always use the pedestrian crossing signal if there is one.• 
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Cyclists 

Thinking like a rider

You’re riding along a street with parked cars on either 
side and you’re coming up to a cyclist. You can see that 
there’s a large truck in the oncoming lane and that you, 
the cyclist and the truck will all be passing just where the 
two lanes narrow. You could accelerate and get past the 
cyclist before the truck reaches you. Or you could slow 
down and wait until the truck has passed before you go 
around the cyclist.  

What should you do?

These days, more and more people are riding bicycles. Cyclists 
commute to work as well as ride for recreation, so you can 
expect to see them on the road at any time of the day or 
night. Be aware that bicycle riders have the same rights and 
responsibilities as motorcycle riders. Observe carefully at all 
times. Cyclists, like pedestrians, are vulnerable. 

Be especially careful near children on bicycles. Children tend 
to be unaware of danger because they are used to having 
adults watch out for them. Children also have poor peripheral 
vision and often find it hard to judge the speed and distance of 
oncoming vehicles. They may not know the traffic rules or how 
much room motorcycles need to stop. 

see 
Shoulder check — shoulder checking is important because 
bicycles are narrow and can easily be hidden in your blind 
spot. Make sure you shoulder check before you change road 
position, turn or pull away from the curb. 

Pay attention at night — observe carefully, especially for 
bicycles coming in from side streets. Some cyclists may not 
have lights, reflectors or reflective gear. 

Scan at intersections — be especially careful to observe at 
intersections: 

 Shoulder check for bicycles before turning right. • 

If you’re riding straight through an intersection, watch out for • 
cyclists waiting to turn left. 

Before you make a left turn, check carefully for oncoming • 
cyclists. 

When you approach a place where a bicycle trail joins a road, • 
check carefully for cyclists who may be crossing your path. 

Be aware that a cyclist riding along the through road could • 
be approaching faster than you think. 

A motor-assisted cycle 
(MAC) is a bicycle with 
pedals and an electric 
motor, capable of not more 
than 32 km/h.

MACs may be operated 
by anyone 16 years and 
older. A driver’s licence 
is not required, and the 
MAC does not need to 
be registered, licensed or 
insured. Refer to icbc.com 
for more information on 
MACs. 

fast fact
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think 
Know the rules — cyclists follow the same rules and regulations 
that you do: 

Yield to cyclists as you would to any other vehicle. If you have • 
the right-of-way at an intersection, proceed if it is safe. A 
cyclist will expect you to follow the rules of the road. 

Be aware that cyclists don’t always stay on the right. To make • 
a left turn, for example, they need to move over to the left 
lane. If the lane is narrow or if there is some broken glass or 
a pothole on the right, a cyclist has the right to move out 
toward the middle for safety. 

Pay attention to bicycle lanes. For information on these, see • 
chapter 5, rules of the road. 

do 
Space margins 

Allow following distance — cyclists, like motorcyclists, need 
room to manoeuvre. 

Allow plenty of following distance between you and a cyclist. 
You need to have space to avoid hitting a cyclist who falls. 
Cyclists who weave or wobble are probably inexperienced. Give 
them even more space. 

Allow side margins — when you pass a cyclist, choose a lane 
position that allows plenty of room between you. 

Communication 

Recognize hand signals — understand the hand signals that 
cyclists use. A cyclist may signal a right turn by extending the 
right arm straight out. For more information about hand signals, 
see the section on turn signals in chapter 6, see-think-do. 

Make eye contact — a cyclist often relies on eye contact as a 
means of communication. Make eye contact if you can. She or 
he is probably trying to anticipate your next move. 

Avoid honking your horn — don’t honk your horn at a cyclist 
unless you need to give a warning. A loud honk could startle a 
cyclist and even cause a fall. 
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Large vehicles

Strategies: being a safe cyclist 

If you’re a cyclist, you’re responsible for sharing the road in 
a way that keeps you and others safe.

Be predictable — follow the rules of the road.

Be visible —Bicycles are narrow, so you need to work at 
making yourself visible. Wear bright or refl ective clothing, 
especially in the dark or in poor weather. Position yourself 
so drivers and riders can see you. Avoid riding in blind 
spots.

Ride defensively — think and look well ahead. Be 
assertive, but remember that a confl ict between a cyclist 
and a motor vehicle usually results in injury to the cyclist.

Ride legally — in B.C., you must wear an approved bicycle 
helmet. If you ride at night, your bicycle must be equipped 
with a front white headlight visible at 150 metres, and have 
a rear red light and refl ector.

Thinking like a rider

You’re cruising down a freeway on the inside lane. 
Suddenly you notice your exit. You know that you’ll have 
to quickly get over to the outside lane if you’re going to 
make it. There’s a large truck on your right. Will you be 
able to cut in front of it without slowing the driver down? 
Can the driver slow for you if he has to? What if you miss 
the exit? 

What should you do? 

Large vehicles handle differently from smaller vehicles because 
of their size and weight. They take a lot of room to turn and 
stop. They create turbulence. They have big blind spots 
that make it hard for the driver to see small vehicles such as 
motorcycles. The main rule to follow around big vehicles is to 
give them lots of room. 

see 
Large vehicles are easy to see, but they can block your vision of 
other traffic. Make sure you keep well back so that you can see 
oncoming traffic and oncoming traffic can see you.
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think 
Think about the whole traffic scene. Where can you position 
your motorcycle for maximum visibility and safety? 

do 
Space margins 

Allow following distance — a big vehicle can prevent you from 
seeing hazards ahead. You’ll have a wider range of vision if you 
increase your following distance. 

Large vehicles may throw spray that can reduce your vision. 
Their tires may throw up gravel that could hit you or your 
motorcycle. Staying well back will help prevent this. 

On the back of some vehicles, you will see this sign. It tells you 
that the vehicle will be moving slowly. Keep your distance, and 
pass only when you are certain it’s safe. 

Stop well back — if you’re stopped facing uphill behind a 
truck, remember that a truck may roll backward when the 
driver releases the brake. Leave extra space in front of your 
motorcycle. 

Keep clear of blind spots — there are large blind spots both 
behind and beside large vehicles. If you ride in these blind 
spots, the driver won’t be able to see you. You know you’re 
clear if you can see both mirrors on the truck or bus in front of 
you. 

When riding near a large 
vehicle, think about 
whether the driver can see 
you. Avoid travelling in a 
blind spot.

Never try to sneak behind a truck if it is backing into a loading 
bay or out of a driveway because you’ll enter one of the truck 
driver’s blind spots and risk being hit. 

Allow space when passing — it takes a lot of distance to 
pass a truck. Remember that trucks are long — some pull two 
trailers. Don’t pass unless you are sure you have plenty of clear 
space ahead. 

If you pass a large vehicle, or change lanes in front of one, leave 
extra distance before you pull in. Big vehicles take a long time 
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to slow down. Make sure you can see the truck’s headlights in 
your mirrors before you re-enter the lane, and maintain your 
speed once you get there. 

If you see a truck starting to slow down well before a red light, 
never cut in front. Large vehicles require a long space to stop. If 
you move into that space you could be rear-ended.

Choose a safe lane position 
— avoid turbulence from trucks 
by choosing a lane position that 
will give extra space between 
your motorcycle and the truck. 
Keep your hands fi rmly on the 
handlebars.

Make room for turns — big vehicles need a lot of room to 
turn. If you’re between a truck and the curb as the truck is 
turning right, you could be squeezed. 

You may also have 
a space problem if 
you are on the road 
that a large vehicle 
is turning onto. The 
driver may need to 
cross the centre line or 
cut a corner in order 
to complete the turn. 
Choose a lane position 
that allows plenty of 
distance between you 
and the truck. If you’re 
riding in the left lane 
position, you may need 
to stop well before the 
stop line or back up to 
allow room for the truck 
to turn.

Big vehicles create 
turbulence when they are 
travelling at high speeds. 
These arrows show how 
you can be pulled toward 
the vehicle or pushed 
away from it. Keep your 
distance.

Avoid being on the right of 
a large vehicle if there is a 
chance it might turn right.
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Communication 

Read vehicle clues — many large vehicles are equipped with 
engine retarders that slow the vehicle down without the use 
of brakes. Truck drivers also use their gears to slow down. This 
means that the truck or bus ahead of you could be slowing 
down even though the brake lights are not on. Look ahead and 
listen for a change in the truck’s engine noise. 

Watch for signs that a large vehicle is about to back up — 
a horn or beeper, four-way flashers or backup lights. 

Signal well ahead — if you are riding in front of a large vehicle, 
signal in plenty of time before you slow down, turn or stop. 
Large vehicles need lots of time to slow down. 

School buses 

Thinking like a rider

You’re out for an early morning ride on your favourite 
country road. You notice a school bus up ahead signalling 
to pull over to the right. You can see children walking 
along the side of the road to meet the bus. Should you 
zip around the bus quickly so that you don’t have to keep 
stopping? Is there time for you to get past? But what if a 
small child makes an unexpected move? 

What should you do? 

see 
Watch for signs — a school bus that has stopped to let 
children on or off has lights at the top that fl ash alternately and 
sometimes a swing-out stop sign.

You must stop in either 
direction whenever you 
see fl ashing lights on a 
school bus.
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think 
Know the rules — when you see a school bus with alternating 
flashing red lights at the top, you must stop whether you are 
approaching it from the front or the rear. Vehicles in all lanes 
must stop. 

do 

After stopping for a school 
bus, don’t start moving 
again until the bus moves 
on or the driver signals 
that it’s safe to go by 
turning off the lights and 
pulling in the stop sign.

Public transit buses

Thinking like a rider

You’re riding along the curb lane of a busy street. Just 
ahead, you can see a city bus signalling left to leave 
the bus stop and pull into your lane. You check your left 
mirror to see if you can pull over into the centre lane. 
There’s no gap in the traffic. You could quickly pull around 
the bus, or you could slow down to let the bus pull out.

What should you do? 

see 
Watch for buses that have stopped — they may block your 
view of pedestrians about to cross the street or they may be 
about to pull into traffic. 

think 
Know the rules — you must allow a public transit bus that is 
signalling and displaying a yield-to-bus sign to move out from 
the curb lane or a bus stop. This rule applies to all roads where 
the speed limit is 60 km/h or lower.
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do 
Space margins and speed control 

If there is space, change lanes to let a bus pull out. If you can’t 
change lanes, slow down and prepare to stop. 

Emergency vehicles 
Emergency vehicles include police cars, ambulances and fire 
trucks. 

Thinking like a rider

You’re riding along a four-lane road filled with downtown 
traffic. You hear sirens. An ambulance is coming toward 
you. You think, “Maybe I can just pull over to the side but 
keep going along without stopping. That way I won’t have 
to struggle to get back into this heavy traffic.” 

What should you do?

see 
Listen for sirens and watch for flashing lights — look to 
see where the emergency vehicle is coming from. Once the 
emergency vehicle has passed, watch and listen because others 
may be coming. 

think
Know the rules — emergency vehicles always have the 
right-of-way when their flashing lights and sirens are on. All 
traffic moving in both directions must stop. (Exception: If 
you’re on a divided highway and the emergency vehicle is 
approaching on the other side of the median, you may not 
need to stop. Make sure that it would be impossible for the 
emergency vehicle to move onto your side of the highway.)

If you are stopped at an 
intersection and you are 
blocking the path of the 
emergency vehicle, you 
may have to turn the corner 
to get out of the way. 

smart riding tip

All vehicles on both sides 
of the road must pull 
over to leave a clear path 
whenever an emergency 
vehicle uses its siren and 
fl ashing lights.

It is illegal to drive over a fi re hose.
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Clear a path — don’t block the path of emergency vehicles. 
Pull over to the right and stop. (Or to the left if you are riding in 
the left lane of a divided highway or a one-way street.) Do not 
stop in an intersection.

do
Space margins

Allow following distance — when you are riding behind a fi re 
truck, you must stay back at least 150 metres.

Communication

Signal — use your turn signal to let the driver of the emergency 
vehicle know you have seen them and are pulling over.

Emergency workers on roads
Slow down and leave plenty of room when you pass 
stopped emergency vehicles displaying red and/or blue 
or amber fl ashing lights. These include police cars, fi re 
trucks, ambulances, tow trucks, and vehicles used by vehicle 
inspectors, conservation offi cers, park rangers and special 
constables employed by the Ministry of Forests and Range.

see
Watch for fl ashing red and/or blue or amber lights or other 
signs that emergency workers are on the side of the road.

think
Know the rules — all traffi c must slow down when approaching 
stopped emergency vehicles displaying fl ashing lights. On 
highways with speed limits of 80 km/h or over, you must slow 
to 70 km/h and to 40 km/h if the speed limit is less than 
80 km/h. (Exception: this rule doesn’t apply if you are on a 
divided highway and approaching the emergency workers from 
the opposite direction.) 

If you’re in the lane next to a stopped emergency vehicle — in 
either direction — you must also change lanes if traffi c permits.

do
Space margins and speed control

Slow down and leave space when passing emergency workers 
on roads. Change lanes if it is safe to do so.

Between 2001 and 2007, 21 
emergency workers were 
injured or killed on B.C. 
roads.

Failure to change lanes 
and/or slow down near 
a stopped emergency 
vehicle displaying fl ashing 
lights may result in a traffi c 
violation and penalty 
points. 

fast fact
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Construction zones 
Road crews work 
throughout the year to 
maintain and improve 
our roads. 

Despite construction 
zone signs and traffi c 
control persons, crashes 
still occur in construction 
zones, mainly because 
some drivers don’t pay attention. 

see 
Scan ahead — look for construction zones ahead and be 
prepared to obey traffi c control devices within the zone. 

Pay attention at night — road construction doesn’t just occur 
in the daytime. You need to pay extra attention and drive extra 
slowly through construction zones at night. 

Look around — just because you don’t immediately see traffi c 
controllers, construction or workers in a construction zone 
doesn’t mean they are not there. Be alert for traffi c control 
persons, construction workers and equipment. 

think 
Know the rules — you must obey the directions of traffi c 
control persons and road construction signs from the start to 
the end of the construction zone. Remember, construction zone 
speed limits apply 24 hours a day when posted, regardless of 
the presence of workers.

Think ahead — if the construction zone has closed lanes, 
merge as soon as possible. This will help maintain traffi c fl ow. 

Plan ahead — expect delays, and plan for them by leaving early 
to reach your destination on time. Construction crews aren’t 
there to personally inconvenience you but to improve the roads 
for everyone. Check radio, television and websites for the latest 
in traffi c reports and updates to fi nd out what is happening 
on the roads within your area, and along your intended route. 
Consider taking an alternate route. 

do
Space margins and speed control 

Slow down — the road surface may be uneven or unpaved, 
so you need to slow down. You must obey construction zone 
speed limits. Traffi c fi nes are double in construction zones. 
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Stop when directed — stop when directed to do so by traffi c 
control persons or other traffi c control devices while in a 
construction zone. In some construction zones, you may need 
to wait for a pilot car to escort you through the work zone. 

Allow following distance — leave plenty of following distance 
between your motorcycle and the vehicle immediately ahead. 
Avoid changing lanes in a construction zone. 

Allow side margins — leave space between you, the construction 
crews and their equipment in the construction zones. 

Other motorcycles 

Thinking like a rider

You’re heading out of the city, following behind three 
friends. You reach the last traffic light before the roads 
that will take you into the backcountry. Just as your 
friends clear the intersection, the light turns yellow. You 
realize that you don’t know which road they will take next. 
Should you try to race the light or wait at the intersection 
and hope for the best? 

What should you do? 

Group riding is fun, and if you do it right, it can be safe for 
you and the traffic around you. While your speed and lane 
position are set by the group and not by you, riding in a group 
formation can use less road space and increase visibility. 

see 
Watch out for others — put less experienced riders behind the 
leader, where more experienced riders can watch them. Keep 
track of the rider behind you by using your mirrors. If he or she 
falls behind, slow down. If everyone does the same, the group 
will stay together. 

think 
Plan ahead — know your route, and have pre-arranged 
stopping points. 

Think for yourself — don’t ride with other riders who push you 
to ride unsafely. If you find yourself in this situation, leave the 
group as soon as possible. 

When following other riders around curves and corners, don’t 
assume that they are choosing a safe path. They could end up 
skidding off to the side. 

Decide on a safe speed and path for yourself and stick to it. 
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Strategies: group riding

Keep it small — if the group is larger than six, divide it 
into two or more small groups.

Keep together — if your group is split at a traffi c light, 
it’s a good idea for the front riders to pull over at a safe 
stopping place and wait.

Plan ahead — give signals well ahead so that everyone 
in the group has plenty of warning. Allow lots of time for 
manoeuvres.

Know the route — if all the members of the group have 
planned the route together, a rider who gets separated 
can catch up.

Allow extra time — it usually takes longer for a group of 
people to travel than for a single rider, especially when 
there are plenty of stops.

do 
Speed control 

Keep a safe speed — ride at a safe speed that is comfortable 
for the least experienced rider in your group. It isn’t safe to 
push anyone in the group to ride at a speed that feels too fast. 

When you ride in a group, ride in staggered formation. If the leader is riding in the left lane position, then the 
second rider stays slightly behind and rides in the right lane position. The rest of the group follows in this pattern. 
Remember — two seconds is the minimum safe following distance — increase following distance in less than ideal 
conditions.

Space margins 

Ride in formation — use a staggered formation on an open 
highway. You may need to ride single file on blind curves and 
hills. 
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Pass safely — keep the basic strategies for safe passing in 
mind: 

When it is safe, the leader should pull out and pass, • 
maintaining the same left lane position once the pass is 
complete. 

Next, the second rider moves into the left position and • 
watches for a safe chance to pass. This rider should move 
into the right lane position once the pass is complete. This 
maintains the staggered group formation. 

 Keep up this pattern until everyone in the group has passed • 
and the group has resumed a staggered formation. You may 
decide, after one or two of the group have passed, to wait for 
a safer time for the rest of the group to pass. 

Ride safely through intersections — assess the intersection 
well ahead to decide what riding formation is safest: 

If you’re riding straight through an intersection, you should • 
normally maintain staggered formation. If stopped traffic 
to the right is reducing your space, you may have to form a 
single file on the left side of the lane. 

To turn, either remain in a staggered formation or form a • 
single file, depending on the spacing of the group. 

Communication 

Communicate clearly — work out signals before you start so 
that you can warn the riders behind you of problems ahead. But 
everyone should remember that they are each responsible for 
their own safety. 

When deciding whether to 
pass, use your judgment. 
Can the whole group pass 
safely? If not, you may 
decide to wait for a better 
opportunity.

smart riding tip

Strategies: passing another motorcyclist

You should pass in the same way that you would pass a car 
or truck by either: 

changing lanes, or• 

choosing a safe and legal place to move into the • 
oncoming lane of traffi c to overtake the motorcyclist.

Refer to the rules for passing and changing lanes in 
chapter 5, rules of the road for more details.
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Trains

Thinking like a rider

You’re stopped at a rural train crossing. You’ve already 
seen that there are no gates, only a railway crossing sign 
and a stop sign. You are feeling impatient — this train 
is taking a long time. You’re planning to cross the tracks 
and get going as soon as the last car is past. As you wait, 
you notice that there is a second set of railway tracks, just 
visible under the wheels of the train. 

What should you do? 

Every year, people die or are seriously injured in collisions 
between vehicles and trains, so you need to be careful when 
approaching a railway crossing. One of the main causes of 
crashes involving a vehicle and a train is a driver or rider who 
doesn’t wait to see if there is a second train hidden behind the 
first one. Often there is more than one track, and a second train 
may be coming. 

Most trains require approximately two kilometres to stop — 
never try to beat a train. 

see 
Watch for clues — there are lots of clues to warn you of a 
railway crossing ahead: 

advance warning signs•  — these signs alert you to an 
upcoming crossing, and tell you to look, listen and slow down 
because you may have to stop. They are usually posted in 
locations where you cannot see an upcoming railway crossing 
(for example, on hilly or curvy roads). An advisory speed sign 
below the advance warning sign may show that the safe road 
speed is less than the posted speed. 

pavement markings • — at the approach to some railway 
crossings, you may find a painted “X” on the pavement. 
Some crossings also have flashing lights, a bell and gates. If 
the lights and bell are activated or the gate is down, it means 
a train is approaching. 

You may not be able to see a train coming if visibility is poor, 
but you may hear a whistle. But remember that trains are not 
required to sound a whistle at every crossing. 

Observe carefully — be aware that your eyes may mislead you. 
Trains often seem to be moving much slower than they really 
are. Passenger trains travel at up to 160 km/h in Canada. 
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Be especially careful at night. Half of all nighttime collisions 
between a vehicle and a train involve a vehicle hitting the side 
of a train because the vehicle driver didn’t see it. 

think 
Know the rules — trains always have right-of-way. They don’t 
slow down for crossings. 

If there is a gate down, you must stop and wait for it to go up 
before you cross the tracks. If flashing red lights are displayed at 
the crossing, you must stop. Move across the tracks only when it 
is safe. If a flag person directs you to stop, you must obey their 
directions. If you hear or see a train approaching the crossing, 
stop and do not proceed until it is safe.

Stop no closer than fi ve 
metres and not further 
than 15 metres from the 
nearest rail.

Where there is a railway 
crossing on the near side of 
an intersection displaying a 
red traffi c light, do not stop 
on the tracks. Stop before 
the railway crossing unless 
there is room on the other 
side.

smart riding tip

do 
Speed control 

Travel at a safe speed — if you’re riding at night, keep to a 
speed that lets you stop within the area you can see with your 
headlight. You must be able to stop safely when you see the 
warning signs. 

Space margins 

Allow following distance — never get trapped on a crossing. 
When traffic is heavy, wait until you’re sure you can get all the 
way across before moving onto the crossing. 

For strategies to help you safely cross tracks, turn to chapter 9, 
challenging riding conditions. 
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Horses 
Horses may be ridden on most public roads. 

see 
Scan ahead — look for horses and 
riders. 

think 
Know the rules — horse riders 
and horse carriage operators have 
the same rights as motor vehicle 
operators and must obey the 
same rules. 

Know the hazards — horses can 
be startled by sudden movement or noise. The rider may not 
be able to control the horse. 

do 
Space margins 

Slow — slow down when you approach a horse and rider or 
horse and carriage. Allow plenty of following distance. 

Allow space when passing — leave extra room when passing 
them. 

Pass carefully — horses may be startled by sudden movement 
or noise. Avoid sounding your horn or revving your engine, and 
pass carefully and slowly. 

Prepare to stop — if a rider is having trouble controlling their 
horse, stop. It’s better to wait until the horse is back under the 
rider’s control than to risk passing them. 
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